
MINUTES OF THE 
VAN WERT CITY COUNCIL 
November 25th, 2019 
 
The President called the meeting to order at 6:30 p.m. 
 
Pastor Keith Stoller gave the invocation. 
 
On call of the roll: Markward, Agler, Trittschuh, Penton, Mergy and Marshall were 
present. 
 
Penton made a motion to excuse the absence of Warren Straley.  Penton seconded.  All 
concurred. 
 
Trittschuh made a motion to approve the amended agenda for the November 25th meeting. 
Seconded by Mergy.  All concurred.  
 
Trittschuh made a motion to approve the amended 11/13/19 minutes. Seconded by Mergy.  
All concurred.  
 
 
 
COMMENTS, COMMUNICATIONS & PETITIONS 
The President announced that the first City Council meeting for 2020 is January 13th and 
asked for upcoming and current council members to be present at 5:45pm for swearing in.  
A request from Main Street Van Wert requested the new appointed Mayor, Ken 
Markward to serve on their board as the current Mayor does.  The other nominee is new 
council member, Jeff Kallas, once he has been sworn in with committee assignments.  An 
email from the auditor of the state was received notifying that the filing of the audit 
report was now available on the Auditor of State website.  Another email was received 
from the Ohio Municipal League urging a call to action with us writing legislators 
regarding bill preempting municipal income tax.  Information was received from the state, 
regarding Sunshine Laws and a new star system to identify organizations, municipalities 
and government agencies excelling at being transparent.  A letter was received from Joe 
Jared identifying that he wishes to appeal the zoning boards decision on the conditional 
use request that was denied for location 113 West Main Street. A zoning board appeal 
meeting was scheduled for Monday, December 9th at 6pm.  3 emails were received from 
Chris Wilson, Janine Foster and Ashley and Robert Balyeat regarding the location for the 
new homeless shelter, Haven of Hope.  Many residents were present to speak about the 
matter.  Chris Wilson of 503 North Market Street presented his concerns about the zoning, 
variance, safety and concerns of those in need and the public.  Andy McMahon of 1102 
East Ervin Road was present on behalf of Haven of Hope and presented the needs for the 
homeless shelter.  Lisa Agler of 146 East Sycamore was present to speak about her 
concerns regarding the shelter and location.  Joe Jared of 233 Burt Street presented the 
need for the shelter and the misconceptions of those in need.   The Mayor explained that 
there is a lack of definitive descriptions in the B3 zoning variance and explained that the 



property was purchased for semi-public use, in which it is believed the homeless shelter 
applies. It was also noted the lack of specific descriptions will likely need to be addressed.   
Kirk Tomlinson of 403 East Crawford Street and the Pastor of Trinity United Methodist 
Church was present to talk about the need for Haven of Hope Shelter.  The City Law 
Director John Hatcher thanked everyone for their participation in the discussion.  He also 
spoke about the procedural possibilities for both parties. Hatcher also expressed the lack 
of descriptive definitions in the zoning regulations and urged council to update and work 
on being more definitive on descriptions for future zoning regulations.  Tina Baxter of 
302 North Market Street was present to speak about her concerns and unanswered 
questions regarding the shelter.  A motion was made by Agler to overrule the decision 
made by administration, regarding the need for a variance for Haven of Hope.  Seconded 
by Mergy.  Markward and Penton concluded.  Marshall and Trittschuh voted no.  Haven 
of Hope will reassign their variance request.  Jamie Ramos of 327 South Walnut 
requested that the questions and concerns to be answered by Andy McMahon.  Andy 
spoke again and invited anyone with questions or concerns to speak with him so that 
those might be taken into consideration when working on policies and procedures for the 
shelter.   
 
 
 
ADMINISTRATIVE REPORTS 
 
MAYOR:  The Mayor wished everyone a Happy Thanksgiving and safe travels. 
 
SAFETY SERVICE DIRECTOR:  Fleming reported that city leaf pick up is wrapping up 
this week. 
 
AUDITOR: No report was given. 
 
LAW DIRECTOR: Hatcher thanked everyone for their participation in the discussion 
regarding the shelter and wished everyone a Happy Thanksgiving.  Again he urged 
present and future council members to define homeless shelters in zoning regulations for 
the City of Van Wert.  Hatcher will be sharing what other cities are doing regarding 
homeless shelters before the next council meeting.  He noted more information allows for 
more informed decisions.  Agler seconded.  All concurred.  
 
 
COMMITTEE REPORTS 
 
HEALTH, SERVICE AND SAFETY:  Marshall reported 15 code violations, with only 7 
cases presently open and relatively new.  Marshall made a motion to introduce 
Ordinance Number 19-11-073:  AN ORDINANCE TO AMEND THE VAN WERT 
CITY CODE OF ORDINANCES 96.01 OF THE VAN WERT CITY CODE OF 
ORDINANCES.  Agler seconded.  All concurred. 
 



ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT: Tittschuh gave the report regarding the requested 
legislation at the November 13th city council meeting revising The Job Creation Incentive 
Program.  Stacy Adam was present to share a one-page summary with new proposed 
language.  Trittschuh motioned to introduce Ordinance Number 19-11-072 and 
declaring an emergency.  Agler seconded.  All concurred.  Trittschuh motioned for 
statutory rules to be suspended for Ordinance Number 19-11-072.  Agler seconded.  All 
concurred.  Trittschuh motioned for Ordinance Number 19-11-072: AN ORDINANCE 
AMENDING ORDINANCE 10-12-075, 17-06-040, 17-07-047, 17-09-053, 17-09-057, 
AND 19-06-033 REVISING THE CITY OF VAN WERT JOB CREATION 
INCENTIVE PROGRAM AS A DEVELOPMENTAL TOOL TO RECRUIT AND 
RETAIN BUSINESS IN THE CITY OF VAN WERT AND DECLARING AN 
EMERGENCY to pass on its first and final reading.  Agler seconded.  All concurred. 
Stacy Adam shared that the Homestead 75 bed assisted living broke ground last Thursday.   
Operational target date is February of 2021, 75-80 jobs will be created and with $2 
million dollars in new payroll. 
 
PARKS AND RECREATION: No report was given 
 
PROPERTIES AND EQUIPMENT: No report was given. 
 
JUDICIARY AND ANNEXATION: No report was given 
 
 
FINANCE: Markward noted all the items on the consent agenda that was requested at the 
November 13th meeting. 
Markward made a motion to introduce Ordinance Number 19-11-07: AN 
ORDINANCE TO MAKE TEMPORARY APPROPRIATIONS FOR THE 
ANNUAL EXPENSES AND OTHER EXPENDITURES FOR THE CITY OF VAN 
WERT, OHIO FROM JANUARY 1, 2020 TO MARCH 31, 2020 AND 
DECLARING AN EMERGENCY.  Mergy seconded.  All concurred 
 
 
 
STREETS AND ALLEYS:  No report was given 
 
 
  
UNFINISHED BUSINESS 

 Code Enforcement 
 
NEW BUSINESS 
 
 
CONSENT AGENDA 



Agler made a motion to introduce the consent agenda.  Seconded by Marshall.  All 
concurred.  Ager made a motion to suspend statutory rules for the consent agenda.  

Seconded by Marshall.  All concurred.  Agler made a motion to pass 
 
ORDINANCE NUMBER: 19-11-062 Committee: JUDICARY AND ANNEXATION 
AN ORDINANCE TO AUTHORIZE THE SAFETY-SERVICE DIRECTOR TO 
NEGOTIATE AND SIGN CONTRACTS WITH THE PLEASANT TOWNSHIP 
TRUSTEES FOR AN AGREEMENT TO EXTEND FIRE PROTECTION TO 
DESIGNATED AREAS IN UNINCORPORATED PORTIONS OF PLEASANT 
TOWNSHIP, AND DECLARING AN EMERGENCY. 
 
ORDINANCE NUMBER: 19-11-066  Committee: FINANCE 
AN ORDINANCE TO MAKE SUPPLEMENTAL APPROPRIATION TO FUNDS 101, 
301, 305, 601, 602, 850, 851 AND DECLARING AN EMERGENCY. 
 
ORDINANCE NUMBER: 19-11-067  Committee: FINANCE 
AN ORDINANCE TO TRANSFER FUNDS FROM FUND 550 TO FUND 101 AND 
DECLARING AN EMERGENCY. 
 
ORDINANCE NUMBER: 19-11-068  Committee: FINANCE 
AN ORDINANCE TO TRANSFER FUNDS FROM FUNDS 101, 201, 301, 601, 602, 
AND 701 TO FUND 560 AND DECLARING AN EMERGENCY. 
 
ORDINANCE NUMBER: 19-11-069  Committee: FINANCE 
AN ORDINANCE TO TRANSFER FUNDS FROM FUNDS 101, 201, 301, 601, 602, 
AND 701 TO FUND 550 AND DECLARING AN EMERGENCY.  
 
ORDINANCE NUMBER: 19-11-070  Committee: FINANCE 
AN ORDINANCE TO TRANSFER FUNDS FROM FUNDS 601 TO FUND 603 AND 
DECLARING AN EMERGENCY. 

on its first and final reading.  Marshall seconded.  All concurred 
 
 
 
ORDINANCES AND RESOLUTIONS 
 
 

Second Advisory Reading 
 

Ordinance Number 19-11-060:    Committee: Streets and Alleys 
AN ORDINANCE MODIFYING THE SPEED LIMIT ON NORTH FRANKLIN 

STREET SCHOOL ZONE AND DECLARING AN EMERGENCY.   
2nd reading advisory vote: 

Markward, Penton, Mergy, Marshall, Agler and Trittschuh voted yes. 
 
 



 
1ST Advisory Reading 

 
Ordinance Number: 19-11-071  Committee: Finance 

AN ORDINANCE TO MAKE TEMPORARY APPROPRIATIONS FOR THE 
ANNUAL EXPENSES AND OTHER EXPENDITURES FOR THE CITY OF VAN 

WERT, OHIO FROM JANUARY 1, 2020 TO MARCH 31, 2020 AND 
DECLARING AN EMERGENCY. 

1st advisory vote: 
Markward, Penton, Mergy, Marshall, Agler and Trittschuh voted yes. 

 
 
Mergy made a motion to adjourn at 7:56 p.m.; seconded by Markward; with all 
concurring. 
 
 
 
_____________________________   ______________________________ 
 
                  CLERK          PRESIDENT 
 
 

   ____________________     
    DATE   


